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N theſe oreſent-t times, in, which we e talk 
much of preaching the Goſpel, and of 
| preaching Chriſt and Him Crucified ; expreſ- 
ſions which though often made uſe of, yet I 
am afraid are not ſo often underſtood; and for 


not doing of which ſo many of the preſent 
Clergy, nay, moſt of them for ſome Years 


paſt have been cenſured; I have endea- 


voured to throw together a few Hints 


upon this Head to illuſtrate this Subject. 


They were moſt of them the Subſtance of a 


Diſcourſe on 1 Cor. i. 23. which Text I have 
prefix'd to this Eflay. Should they be of 
any ſervice in giving People a right Notion 


of theſe Points, it will be a ſufficient Reward 


for my Labour. Should there be any thing 
that is wrong advanced herein, if ſhewn, 
the Author will be as willing to retract it, as 
* one can be to diſcover it. 


It is indeed a pity to ſee ſo many well- 


diſpoſed Perſons miſtaken in this reſpect 


and hereby led into a bad Opinion of their 
proper Teachers, —lf indeed it 1s true of us, 
as tis often ſuggeſted, that we do not preach 
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(w) 

Chriſt or the Goſpel, it is a Truth which 
proves us to be extremely guilty both before 
God and Man; and deſerving to be con- 
demned by them both, as being guilty of 
the greateſt Impiety againſt, and Unfaithful- 
neſs to our God and Saviour ; of the great- 
eſt Injuſtice to the Souls of thoſe committed 
to our Care; and of the greateſt Diſſimula- 


tion in undertaking the Office of Miniſters 


of the Goſpel, when from hence it ſhould 
ſeem we have no concern about teach- 
ing it. 


As this is fo heavy a Charge, it certainly 
ought to be ſupported by a very ſtrong 
Proof; ſomewhat more than poſitive Aſſer- 
tions ſhould be required in this Caſe: and 
thoſe Perſons who are apt to make it, would 
do well to conſider both of the Guilt of lay- 
ing ſuch a Charge falſly, and alſo of the 
miſchievous Conſequences which mult ne- 
ceſſarily attend it. | 


And as our Clergy have been accuſed of 
not preaching Chriſt of the Goſpel, ſo have 


they likewiſe of departing from the Articles, 


Homilies, and Liturgy of our Church in 
their Doctrines, to which they have ſub— 
ſcribed (nay, as ſome will tell you, to which 
they have ſworn, but upon wha: Grounds 
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(v) 

1 know not ;) the Accuſation then in this 
Caſe is of falſiſying their Subſcription ; and, 
if they have ſworn to theſe Things, of their 
Oaths likewiſe: an Accuſation heavy in- 
deed, and which therefore requires the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence; much ſtronger than 
thoſe Perſons who make it are able to give : 
an Accuſation both falſe and uncharitable, 
at leaſt with reſpe& to the general Body of 
the Clergy ; and which has been anſwered 
more than once, 


It may perhaps be ſaid, that in this fol- 
lowing Eſſay, I myſelf have departed from 
the Truths of the Goſpel, and from the 
Doctrines of our Church: for I cannot ex- 
pect to eſcape better than my Brethren. 
But in anſwer to this, ſhould it be ſaid, I 
will aſſure thoſe who fay it, that as a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, I eſteem what is therein 
contained, as the great Rule of all religious 
Truths ; and as a Miniſter of the Church 
of England in particular, 1 eſteem her Ex- 
planations of theſe Truths; and ſhould be 
glad to have any thing that I have advanced, 
tried by the Truths of the Goſpel, and our 
Church's Explanation of them. 
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That Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached 
A J Os nothing 


(vi) 
nothing but what belonged to the Goſpel, is 
a Principle which I ſhall take for granted; 
that they preached Morality I hope I have 
proved in the following Eſſay. The Infe- 
rence is plain, that Morality is a Part of the 
Goſpel. — That our Church alſo teaches 
Morality, is, I think, evident from many 
of her Homilies, which were expreſly de- 
ſigned to enforce moral Duties, viz. Hom. 
5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12. of the firſt Book; 
5, 6, 7, &c. of the ſecond ; from her Com- 
munion Office alſo, in which the Ten Com- 
mandments are repeated ; and we pray the 
Lord to have Mercy upon us, aud to incline Wo. 


our Hearts to keep theſe Laws ; and from her 
daily Confeſſion, in which we pray that we a 
may hereafter live @ godly, righteous, and Wt; 
ſober Life ; and from ſo many Paſſages be- | . 

ſide, that it would be tedious and uſeleſs to 1 


mention them. True it is indeed, that our 
Church denies theſe Things to be meritori- 
ous of Heaven (which I have alſo denied) 
but yet does ſhe teach them as neceſlary 

Duties, without which we cannot obtain 
Heaven; 7. e. in others words, as Conditions 
of obtaining it; the very Senſe in which 
our Clergy enforce hem 


As then the Goſpel, ſo does our Church 
; „lie 


| (vi 
| ikewiſe teach moral Duties ; and therefore 


à Miniſter of the Goſpel, and of our Church, 
t Fought to do the ſame. 


| To conclude: The whole of Chriſtianity 
may be reduced to one or other of theſe 

Heads; Faith, or Practice. Faith reſpects 
the Doctrines, Practice the Duties which 
include Morality; and as the Doctrines 
ate to be believed, ſo are the Duties to be 
obeyed : it is therefore the Deſign of a 
Miniſter of Chriſtianity to teach them both. 
Faith, in the great Truths of the Goſpel, is 
the Principle from whence Obedience to its 
baws muſt be derived. That our Faith 
may be of any Service to us, it muſt be at- 
tended with Obedience, that is, moral Ho- 
lineſs: that our moral Holineſs be ac- 
cepted, it muſt flow from the Principle of 
Faith. To neglect either of theſe is inex- 
cuſable, whether in the Profeſſor or Teacher 

| of Chriſtianity ; but to inculcate and prac- 
| tile them both, compleats both the true 

| Miniſter, and the true Diſciple of Chriſt, 
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I CoR. i. 23. 
But we preach Chriſt crucified. 


HAT you may better underſtand the 

Force and Meaning of theſe Words 
in our Text, the Occaſion upon which, 
and in Oppoſition to what kind of Perſons 
they were ſpoken by the Apoſtle, we muſt 
conſider ſome of the preceding Verſes and 
the Subject to which they refer. ; 
| n 
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vs ( 10) 

In the beginning of this Chap. and Epiſtle, 
St. Paul reproves the Corinthians for thoſe Di- 
viſions which he had found amongſt them; for 
that every one ſaid, I am of Paul, and I of 
Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Chriſt : 


(a Fault this not peculiar to the Times of 


St. Paul only, but which has been known 


ever ſince; and even abounds in theſe pre- 
ſent Days amongſt ourſelves). To which 


the Apoſtle replies, Is Chriſt divided ? Was 


Paul crucified for you, or were ye baptized 


into the Name of Paul? Having then ob- 
ſerved that he himſelf had baptized but few 


of them, he tells them that he was ſent not 
to baptize, but to preach the Goſpel, i. e. 


his principal Office was to preach the Goſ- 


pel, and leave it to others to admit thoſe 


| who believed into the Chriſtian Covenant 


by the Rite of Baptiſm. He then men- 


tions a Qualification that attended his 
Preaching : That it was not with Wiſdom 


of Words, 1. e. ſubtle, refined and philoſo- 
phical Arguments, drawn from the ab- 
ſtracted nature of Things, which was at 
that Time much in Vogue among the 


Greeks, and was eſteemed by them as the 
only true Wiſdom ; and this he did not, as 


he informs us, leſt the Croſs of Chriſt 
ſhould be made of none Effect; i. e. leſt 
the Doctrines of it ſnould be perverted; or 
the 


$ a 
Ive Succeſs of it be attributed to the Wit | 
dom of Man, and not to the Power of God. 
The Apoſtle then tells us, what was the 
Opinion of ſome Perſons concerning this 
Doctrine; and likewiſe, what was the true 
Nature and Efficacy thereof. For, ſays he, 
the preaching of the Croſs of Chriſt, is to 
them that periſh, Fooliſhneſs ; but unto us 


W who are ſaved, it is the Power of God, 1. e. 


to Salvation. The Apoſtle then informs us, 
that God had ſhewn how inſufficient this 
E Wiſdom of the World was to inſtruct and 
reform Mankind; and what mighty Influ- 
ence this Doctrine of the Croſs of Chritt, 
however eſteemed as Fooliſhneſs, had in 
obtaining this End. For, ſays the Apoſtle, 
| it is written, I will deſtroy the Wiſdom of 
the Wiſe, and will bring to nought the 
_ Vaderſtanding of the Prudent. Where is 
the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe? Where is 
the Diſputer of this World? Hath not God 
made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World? 
For after that in the Wiſdom of God (7. e. 
| the Works of God, in which the divine 
| Wiſdom was diſplayed) the World by Wil- 
| dom, 1. e. the Wiſdom which was then fo 
much in Eſteem, knew not God; it pleaſed 
God by the Fooliſhneſs, as they en it, 
of Preaching, to ſave thoſe that believe. 
He then comes in the Verſe preceding 
that 
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a Sign, . e. ſome immediate Prodigy from 
Heaven ; and ſecondly, to the Greeks, why 


dom; declaring unto you the Teſtimony dl 


| know any thing among you, fave Te: 
Chriſt and Him crucified. 


(12) 
that of my Text, to inform us who weng 
thoſe Perſons that oppoſed the Chriſt 
Doctrine; for he adds, The Jews require: 
Sign, and the Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom; 
but we, ſays the. Apoſtle, preach Chil 
crucified to the Jews a Stumbling-block; 
and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs.— Tou { 
then, the Deſign and Connection of thi 
Paſſage of my Text, and in Oppoſition t 
what Perſons they were ſpoken by th 
Apoſtle; firſt, to the Jews, who require 


ſought after Wiſdom, 7z. e. profound phile- 
ſophical Reaſonings. 

Much like to this Paſſage, is what & 
Paul ſays a little farther on in this Epilile, 
at the beginning of the ſecond Chapter: 
And I, Brethren, when I came to you, came 

not with Excellency of Speech, or of Wil 


God. z. e. referring you for the Truth of 
theſe Things to that Teſtimony which God 
has given of them by Miracles and the like: 
for, ſays the Apoſtle, I determined not tv 


There is another Paſſage in the Epiſtle to 
the Galatians, that bears a ſtrong Reſem- 
blance to this of my Text ; it is the follow- 

ing: 


(13) 
he: God forbid that I ſhould glory, fays 
tc apoſtle, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord 
a % Chriſt. The Occaſion of which Words 
"ih this: Many of the Jewiſh Converts to 

& Chriſtianity, were ſtrong Advocates for the 

le Law of Moſes; and conſequently for Cir- 

thi I@mcifion, the Rite by which they were 

Pitiated into that Law. They would by 

o Means allow that the Chriſtian ſhould put 
Bn End to the Mofaical Inſtitution ; and 
herefore they were for preſerving an Obedi- 
Wicnce to the Religion of Moſes, as well as of 
brit! and in conſequence of this, they 
Were for having the Gentile Converts to 
Ebriſtianity circumciſed alſo, and initiated 
Into the Law of Moſes ; which they would 
by no Means part with. As many, ſays the 
Wpoſtle, as deſire to make a fair Shew in 
the Fleſh, they conſtrain you to be circum- 
Kiſed, only leſt they ſuffer Perſecution for 
the Croſs of Chriſt ; which points out to us 
the Reaſons for their adhering ſo firmly to 
the Moſaical Law; but in Oppoſition to 
this, ſays the Apottle, God forbid that I 


% ould glory, fave in the Croſs of our Lord 
1 Chrift, © 

cto From comparing theſe Paſlages, I think 

em- bt appears, that to preach Chriſt and Him 

oV'- rucified; not to know any thing 3 ſave 8555 

ng: | 


Chri/t 


(14 ) 
Chriſt and bim crucified ; and to glory in f, 
Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; are Exprel. 


ſions which the Apoſtle makes uſe of in the 


ſame or nearly the ſame Meaning; ani 
which imply his ſteady and firm Adherenc, 


to this Doctrine of Chriſt crucified, in Oy. 


ofition, 

Firſt, to thoſe Jews who rejected Chril. 
tianity, becauſe they required a Sign whic 
was not afforded them. Secondly, in Op- 
poſition to thoſe Perſons, who though the 
admitted the Truth of the Goſpel, were ye 
unwilling to part with the Law of Moe 
either out of a wrong Zeal for this Inſtity- 
tion, or for fear of being perſecuted þ 
their Brethren, who inſtead of embracinx 
the Goſpel, ſtill adhered to this Law ; the 
Suppolition of which Law being in Force, 
deſtroys Chriſtianity. Or thirdly, (thoug) 
this Reaſon indeed be not mentioned in ei 
ther of theſe Paſſages juſt quoted, yet which 
appears from ſome other Paſſages of Hol 
Writ) in Oppoſition to thoſe Jews, who 


expected a temporal Prince, and a trium- 


phant Meſſiah; who ſhould gain them 
Victory and Dominion over their tempord 
Enemies; and did not imagine that thei 


Meſſiah was to ſuffer Death, and b 
theſe Means reſcue them from their ſpiritual 


and 
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„„ 
and not temporal Adverſaries; and fo to be 
a ſpiritual and not a temporal Governour. 
But 

Secondly, in Oppoſition to the Greeks, 
who expected to hear profound and dee 
Reaſonings, which were the only Things that 


could pleaſe them ; but were offended at 
the Doctrine of the Croſs being delivered 


with ſuch Plainneſs and Simplicity, without 

all the Subtlety of a philoſophical Proof. 
From hence then you may perceive, that 

the Apoſtle ſpeaks theſe Words of my Text 


in Oppoſition to thoſe, whether Jews or 


Greeks, who rejected Chriſtianity ; and 
likewiſe thoſe Profeſſors of Chriſtianity who 
were yet zealous tor retaining the Law of 


Moles. 


Now, moſt certainly, it is the Duty of 
all ſucceeding Miniſters of Chriſt to tread 
in the Steps of this Apoſtle; and in Imita- 
tion of him, to preach Chriſt ond Him cru- 
cified ; in Oppoſition to thoſe Jews, who, 
ſtill adhering to the Law of Moſes, reject 
the Doctrine of a crucified Saviour; and to 
thoſe Gentiles, who {till ſeeking after Philo- 
ſophical Subtleties, and Wiſdom falily fo 
called, look upon the Doctrine of the 25 


of Chriſ 4, but as Fooliſhneſs; and in ſhort, 


in e d to all thoſe Perſons, of what- 
ever kind, who deny the Doctrine of Chriſt 


crucified, 


1 ”"_— 1 3 . 4 2 Fa 
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(116 ) 
crucified, or the great End and Deſign of 
his Crucifixion, the Redemption of Man- 
kind. 

But here will ariſe a Queſtion of no ſmall 
Importance: What is meant by preaching 

Chriſt and Him crucified ? Is it 

PFirſt, to inſiſt only upon this Point, the 
Crucifixion of Chriſt and the Pardon of 

our Sins ? Or is it 

Secondly, to preach the whole of Chri- 
tianity, of which this is the great and fun- 
damental Article? 

No, that we may determine this Point 
the better, be it conſidered, that this Ex- 
preſſion of preaching Chriſt and Him cruci- 
fied, muſt imply either the whole, or a 
part only of a Miniſter's Duty ; if you ſuppoſe 

it to imply a Part only, from hence he 
learns to inſiſt upon, and to maintain this 
great Article of Chriſtian Faith, (which 
lies at the Foundation of the Chriſtian Co- 
venant) in Oppoſition to all thoſe who 
deny it, and to give it that place in his Diſ- 
courſes which the great Importance of this 

Doctrine does require, But this being ſup— 
poſed to be a Part only of a Chriſtian 

Teacher's Duty, it certainly does not ex- 

clude him from preaching upon other Points 
of Chriſtianity; but ſuppoſeth that hc 

does ſo, only it requires him to inſiſt pon 
| tits 


IF 


(17 3 


this alſo, according to its great Importance 


in the Chriſtian Covenant. But 


Suppoſe that this Expreſſion does imply 


the whole of his Duty; and then the 
Words muſt include a great deal more, 
than to infiſt upon this Article only, the 
E Crucifixion of Chriſt and the Pardon of our 
FE Sins, foraſmuch as it is an allowed Truth 
that there are many other Articles of Chriſ- 
tian Faith beſides this; ſuch as the Reſut- 
rection, Aſcenſion, &c. and there can be 


no Doubt but that a Chriſtian Teacher is 


bound in Duty to inſtruct his People in them 
all. If therefore preaching Chriſt and Him 
E crucified, be ſuppoſed to imply the whole 
of a Chriſtian Teacher's Duty, it muſt then 
include, as this, ſo the other Articles of 
| Chriſtian Faith; and muſt be that Figure 
of Speech, whereby a Part is put for the 
whole; and ſo preaching Chriſt and Him 
| crucified, which is the great fundamental 
Point of Chriſtianity, is put for preaching 
the whole of Chriſtianity. ö 


But though it ſhould be allowed, that to 


preach Chriſt and Him crucified may imply 
| preaching upon all the Articles of Chriſ- 
tian Faith, is it poſſible it ſhould imply 
| preaching upon moral Subjects? And to 
| this J anſwer, It moſt certainly does; if 
| this Expreſſion does include the whole of a 


B Chriſtian 
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(18) 
Chriſtian Teacher's Duty; for he is cer 
tainly bound to inſiſt upon, and to teach 
the Practice of Morality : but to clear this 
Point further, be it obſerved that Morality 
may be conſidered under two very different 
Views. 

Firſt, as a perfect Morality, implying « 
ſinlefs and perfect Obedience to that moral 
Law, which was the original Law of our 
Nature; and upon our perfect and ſinleſs 
Obedience to which our Acceptance with 
God did in our original State of Innocence 


and Purity depend; now, to inculcate thi; 
kind of Morality, and upon theſe Terms, 


at preſent is certainly wrong; becauſe ſuch 
a perfect moral Obedience as this, is impoſ- 
fible to Man in his preſent weak and dege- 
nerate State; foraſmuch alfo as all of us have 
ſinned againſt this Law ; and therefore we 
cannot expect to be accepted of God by it: 
foraſmuch likewiſe as the very Introduction 
of the Chriſtian Covenant has evacuated his 
Law; ſo far I mean, as that our Accep- 
tance with God does not now depend upon 
a ſinleſs Obedience to this moral Law, bu 
on our Compliance with the Terms of the 
Chriſtian Covenant, which indeed has 
adopted into its Syſtem the Precepts of this 
moral Law ; but does not require our Obe- 
dience upon the ſame Terms. To preach 


up 
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up then ſuch a Morality as this (a perfect 
Morality) is indeed to preach what it is im- 


poſſible for Man to perform; and what is 


alſo inconſiſtent with the very Suppoſition 
of the Chriſtian Covenant, which 1s eſta- 
bliſhed on better Promiſes than «theſe, and 


more ſuitable to the preſent State of Man- 
kind. But to conſider Morality in its 


Second View, as it ſignifies Obedience to 


the ſeveral Laws and Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel; which include the Precepts of this 

moral Law; and then it is a great Part of 
the Religion of Chriſt : conſequently it is a 


Part of a Chriſtian Teacher's Duty to inſiſt 
upon, to explain and enforce it; and in 
Conſequence of this, if preaching Chriſt and 


Him crucified be ſuppoſed to imply the 
whole of his Duty ; then to preach this 


kind of Morality muſt be included under 


this Expreſſion of preaching Chriſt, &c. be- 


cauſe it is certainly his Duty to preach Obe- 
dience to the Laws and Precepts of the 

That there are moral Laws, and Precepts 
in Chriſtianity, and that our Obedience is 
required to them, 1s evident from the Wri- 
tings of St. Paul and the other Apoſtles ; and 


from what Chriſt himſelf, the great Author 


of our Religion, who commanded theſe 
Things, has plainly taught us in his famous 
. 2 Sermon 


| 620) 

Sermon upon the Mount. Whoſoever then 
inſiſts upon our Obedience to theſe Things 
upon Chriſtian Motives; he does in this 
reſpect the Duty of a Chriſtian Teacher; 
becauſe theſe Things were commanded 
that they might be taught and practiſed; 
and becauſe he copies after thoſe who beſt 
knew what a Teacher of Chriſtianity ought 
to preach ; who taught nothing that was 
inconſiſtent with, or improper for the Goſ- 
pel, or but what belonged to it. The In- 
ference from hence is, that if preaching 

Chriſt and Him crucified be ſuppoſed. to im- 
ply the whole of a Chriſtian Teacher's 
Duty ; it muſt then include his preaching 

upon this kind of Morality, becaule this is 
certainly Part of his Duty. 

But to conſider this Point ſtill more Fully. 
To preach the Goſpel, and to preach Chriſt aud 
Him crucified, are Expreſſions whichthe Holy 
Scriptures, and which St. Paul in this very 
Epiſtle out of which I have choſen my 
Text, ſeems to look upon as equivalent to 
each other. The Senſe of the one then, 
will greatly help us to diſcover the Meaning 
of the other. But be this as it will ; be the 
Expreflions allowed or not to be fimilar ; 
yet foraſmuch as it is confeſſedly the Duty 
of a Chriſtian Teacher to preach the Goſ- 


pel, it will be of no {mall Uſe 1 in determin- 
ing 


Ze 

ing the Point we are upon, to know what 
is meant by preaching the Goſpel, Now 
do preach the Goſpel, is neither more nor 
leſs than to preach what the Goſpel teaches. 
Let us then conſider what the Goſpel 
teaches us. ay 
St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to Titus, (writ- 
ten on Purpoſe to direct him how to behave 
-in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel) has this 
remarkable Paſſage, which comes up to 
our Point: The Grace of God, ſays the 
E Apoſtle, which bringeth Salvation, hath ap- 
» peared to all Men, teaching us, that denying Un- 
FE godlineſs and worldly Luſts, weſhould live ſoberly, 
| righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World. 
| Give me leave then to make an Obſerva- 
tion or two on this Paſſage of the Apoſtle. 
The Grace of God is here put for the Goſ- 
pel, which in another place is called he 
b Goſpel of the Grace of Gd; becauſe it con- 
| taips a Religion which is directly founded 
upon, and diſplays an Act of the di- 
| vine Grace and Mercy. Now this Grace 
| of God, or the Goſpel, is ſaid to bring Sal- 
vation, 2. e. the Pardon of our Sins, Ac- 
"; ceptance with God and eternal Happineſs; 


ty | for the Word Salvation in its fulleſt Senſe 
1 does include thus much. This therefore is 
n- WW be one of the Points upon which a Chriſ- 
g an Teacher muſt jnfilt the Doctrine of 


B 3 Sal- 


( 22) 
Salvation. But beſide bringing Salvation, it is 
faid alſo to teach Men to deny Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, 1. e. to abſtain from all 
Iniquity, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this preſent World. But Godlineſs, 
Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety, are the great 
and principal Branches of moral Duties, to 
one of which they may all be reduced ; and 
in the Practice of theſe Duties the Practice 
of Holineſs is ſuppoſed to conſiſt. | 
If then the Grace of God, or the Goſpel, 
teacheth us the Practice of Godlineſs. of 
| Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety, 2. e. the Prac- 
tice of moral Duties; then certainly a Mi- 
niſter of this Grace of God, is in Duty bound 
to do the ſame; neither is it poſſible for 
him to act conſiſtent with his Office and 
Character unleſs he does ſo. Whether 
therefore a Miniſter of this Grace of God 
who inſiſts upon, who explains, and en- 
forces the Practice of theſe moral Duties is 
moſt blame-worthy, or that Perſon who 
cenſures him for doing ſo, judge ye. 
Again; that the Sermon upon the Mount, 
recorded by St. Matthew, was delivered by 
our Saviour, no Chriſtian will diſpute; that 
the Precepts therein contained are the Pre- 
cepts of Morality, and are obligatory upon 
us Chriſtians, cannot be denied; and that 
Chriſt did at this Time preach what be- 
longed 


6235 


| longed to the Goſpel, may very ſafely be 
- affirmed. From hence then I infer, that 
this Morality is a part of the Goſpel ; and 
from hence I conclude that he who would 
preach the Goſpel, 7. e. the whole of it, 
muſt teach and inſiſt upon this Morality 
which Chriſt did. | 


Again; that St. Paul was ſent to preach 


the Goſpel will not be denied; and that ac- 
cordingly he did preach the Goſpel will 
| readily be allowed. But how did he preach 
it? St. Paul himſelf informs us, that he 
| teſtified both to the Greeks and to the Jews, 
© Repentance towards God, and Faith towards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 21. and this in a 
| Verſe or two beyond he calls feſtifying the Goſ- 
fel of the Grace of God. To preach then Repen- 
| tance towards God, and Faith towards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is to preach the Goſpel. 
Now Fiath refpects the Articles of a Chriſ- 
| tian's Belief, and Repentance refers to the 
| Laws of God; ſuch as Piety, Righteouſneſs, 
and Sobriety, the great Rules of moral 
Duty, and is a forſaking of Sin and living 
in the Practice of Holineſs and Virtue, And 

what is this, but as the Apoſtle words it in 
| that Paſſage which I have already quoted, a 
| Denial of Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
and iving ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, i. e. 
| 2bſtaining from moral Evil, and practiſing 
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. preach Chriſt and Him crucified, be Expreſ- 


is included under the Expreſſion of preach- 


cludes preaching upon moral Duties, there- 


( 24 ) 
moral Virtue and Purity? If then Reper 
tance be a part of the Goſpel, or a Goſyt 
Duty, Morality is ſo likewiſe ; becaule Re. 
pentance has reſpect to the Laws of Mots. 
lity. The reſt of the Apoſtles, nay Chrit 
himſelf, preached the Goſpel in the ſam; 


manner, by preaching Repentance and Faitt, 


and therefore the ſame Argument might be 
drawn from them likewiſe. Beſides, St. 


Paul, in the latter: Part of his Epiſtles, al- 


ways preſſes upon us the Practice of variou; 


moral Duties; which to be ſure, as a M. 
niſter of the Goſpel, he would not have 


- done, had not theſe Duties belonged to the 


Goſpel; and were they not obligator 
upon Chriſtians. 

As then preaching the Goſpel does in— 
clude preaching upon the ſeveral Article 
of the Chriſtian Faith; ſo does it include in- 
forcing the Practice of moral Duties. From 
Fhence I would argue in the following 
manner: If to preach the Goſpel, and to 


ſions equivalent to each other; then what 


ing the Goſpel, is alſo included under the 
other Expreſſion of preaching Chriſt and Hin 
crucified; but to preach the Goſpel, in- 


fore preaching Chriſt and Him crucified does 
3 the 


25 


the fame; or if the Expreſſions be not 


1 
os 


pe i allowed to be equivalent to each other, the 
e- Argument will ſtand in this manner: To 
1. preach the Goſpel is a Chriſtian Teacher's 
it WW Duty; to preach Chriſt and Him crucified is 
me ſuppoſed to imply the whole of his Duty; 
it muſt then include preaching the Goſpel ; 
be but to preach the Goſpel includes preach- 


St. Ting upon moral Subjects: from hence it 
follows, that to preach Chriſt and Him cru- 
ous cifed, includes the ſame. | 5 
M-. Again, as to preaching Chriſt : This is an 
ave Expreſſion of Holy Writ, which in its fulleſt 
the W Senſe (the Senſe in which Miniſters are 
tor; bound to do it) is taken for preaching the 


in- 
iCles 


Religion of Chriſt; which, as it conſiſts 
partly of Doctrines, and partly of Duties 
E (which Duties include Morality) fo to preach 
in- Chriſt, muſt include, as the preaching upon 
rom the Doctrines, ſo likewite upon the Duties; 


ving aud in them the moral Precepts of Chriſtianity. 

d to Again; to preach Chriſt may be con— 
pre- fidered in this View; as preaching Him in 
what the ſeveral Characters in which he ſtands 
ach- related to us, and to which Scripture does 
the often allude, as the great Saviour of Man- 
Him kind, who obtains for them the Pardon of 
in- their Sins, and Re-admittance into the Fa- 
here- 


| Your of God; as the great Teacher of Man- 
kind, to inſtruct them in the Will of God; 


Ay 


does 


the 
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the Will of God, we are required to 


Lord and Lawgiver, whoſe Commands are 


_ preach him in this Character unleſs we 


Chriſt, does not mean that we are to inſiſt 


fied, or ſuffered Death upon the Crols ; 


( 26 ) 
as our great Lord and Maſter, who require; 
Obedience to his Laws, With reſpect to 
his being our Saviour, and Inſtructor in 


believe what he teaches, and to depend 
upon his Mediation for our Acceptance with 
God. As he is our Lord and Lawgiver, 
we are commanded to obey him, Now to 
preach Chriſt in one of theſe Characters 
and not in the others, 1s to preach him but 
in Part. Are we then required to preach 
him as the great Saviour and Inſtructor of 
Mankind, ſo are we likewiſe as our great 


to be obeyed. But his Laws include the 
Laws of moral Holineſs, and we cannot 


enforce his moral Laws. 

But ſhould not this appear ſatisfactory a 
this Point, I will endeavour to prove, that 
to preach Chriſt crucified, or the Croſs of 
Chriſt, does imply enforcing of good Morality 
in a more direct Manner. I therefore lay it 


down as an allowed Principle, that to preach 
Chriſt and him crucified, or the Croſs of 


barely on the Fact, that Chriſt was cruci- 
but it alſo implies the End and Deſign of 


theſe his Sufferings, And that this was 7 
En 


= 
* 
"0 
M 
Bl 


Ind and Deſign of Chriſt's Death and Suf. 


ferings, I prove from theſe following Paſ- 
ſages of Holy Writ. 

- Firſt, from a Paſſage in St. Paul's Epiſtle 
to Titus, a Verſe or two diſtant from 
one I have already conſidered; in which 
the Apoſtle tells us, that our Saviour Jeſus 
| Chriſt gave himſelf for us, 1. e. to Death, 
for theſe Ends, to redeem us from all Iniquity. 
Whether by redeeming us from all Iniquity 
be meant ſaying us from the Puniſhment 
For the Power of Sin, I will not determine, 
though it ſeems to be from the Power of 
bin in this | 
Text will ſufficiently anſwer my Purpoſe; 
and, ſays the Apoſtle, to purify unto himſelf 
| a peculiar People, zealous of good Works, Tit. ii. 
14. This Part of the Text then points out to 
| us one End and Deſign of his giving himſelf 
| for us, 70 purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, 
| zealous of good Works, 
| do good Works, but (as the Apoſtle ſpeak- 


place; but the Remainder of the 


Now, what is it to 


ing of what the Grace of God teaches us) 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly. One 
End therefore of Chriſt's giving himſelf for 
us, was to recover us to the Practice of 
Godlineſs, of Righteouſneſs and Sobriety, 
i. e. to the Practice of moral Duties, in 
which good Works do conſiſt. He there- 
fore who would preach Chriſt and him fied 

cified 
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1 Ep. ii. 24. that Chriſt bare our Sins in l 
own Body upon the Tree; and for wha 
End? even for this; that we being dead t 


dead unto Sin in St. Peter, is the ſame with 
St. Paul's denying Ungodlineſs and ar 
Luſis; and 7o live unto Righteouſneſs in tl 


* — 
. — — 
„ 


the other of living godly, righteoufly, aul 
ſoberly. Chriſt then bare our Sins in his 


deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and ſhow 


i. 18, 19. For many walk, of whom I hav! 


that they are Enemies of the Croſs of Cbriſ. 
The End of theſe Perſons who are Enemies 


| ( 28) 
cified, the End and Deſign of theſe jj 
*Sufferings, mult teach the Practice of go 
Works, z. e. moral Duties; for he pan 
himſelf for us, ſays the Apoſtle, to purif 
unto himſelf a peculiar People, Zenous 0 
good Works. 

Agreeable to this, St. Peter inform us 


Sin ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs. To 4 


3 i og eo" — = | © = = S try 43. = —_— 3 2 ö 


Text 1s parallel to the one Expreſſio 
of being zealous of good Works, and to 


own Body upon the Tree, that we ſhould 


live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly. The 
Conſequence from hence is the very Point 
that I was to prove, and which there is n0 
Occaſion to repeat. 


_ Agreeable to this is what Paul ſays, Phil. 


told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 


to the Croſs of Chriſt, is told us in the next 
Verſe, 


E ( 29 ) 

Wcrſe, whoſe End is Deſtruction. We are 
Wi formed alio what made them Enemies, in 

oe following Words : Ihe God is their 

gn, and whoſe Glory is in their Shame, and 

rio mind earthly Things, You may ſee then 

m this Paſlage, that the Croſs of Chriſt 


15 0 

eers to our Practice alſo, for we may walk f 
e Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, and thoſe 
„Mentioned by the Apoſtle walked as Ene- | 
hy ies to it for this Reaſon, becauſe they 
ade therr Belly their God, glorified in their — 
ene, and minded earthly Things. Which 

with rpreſſions, if I miſtake not, imply, that 
e led a Life of Intemperance and Sen- | 
thi , and eſteemed this way of Life as 
Aion Meir Glory, though indeed it was heir 
d to Wore. Now I think it is plain enough, 

an Nat Intemperance and Senſuality are Immo- 
\ his iities; to live then in theſe Immoralities, is 
01d be Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. Now 
Don We Duties oppoſite to theſe Vices or Im- 


The 
Pont 
'S no 


poralities, are certainly moral Virtues, 7. e. 
pbriety and Temperance are ſo. If then to 
he in the Practice of theſe Immoralities is 
live as Enemies of, then we cannot live 
it becometh the Croſs. of Chriſt, unleſs 
e practiſe the oppoſite moral Virtues. Sup- 
ole then the Croſs of Chriſt does require 
e Practice of theſe moral Virtues, and 

It 


Phil. 
Hue 
hing, 
hriſt. 
mies 
next 
erſe, 


(30) 
it will follow that no Perſon can preach th; 
Croſs of Chriſt in a proper Manner, unlc{ 
he inſiſts alſo upon the Practice of theſe 
moral Virtues. 5 

To this Purpoſe conſider alſo, that Chril 
ſuffered for our Sins ; moſt certainly there. 
fore, theſe his Sufferings do require of u 
for the future, the Practice of Holineſs. But 
it is impoſſible for us to live in the Practice 
of Holineſs without Morality. Unleſs there. 
fore it can be proved that Morality has 10 
| Concern with Chriſtian Holineſs ; or that 
Chriſt did not ſuffer to oblige us to the Prac. 
tice of Holineſs, it muſt be allowed, hoy 
| ſtrange ſoever it may ſeem, that even the 
Sufferings of Chriſt were defigned not only 
to be an Attonement for our Sins; but all 
to enforce upon us, and to recover us to the 
Practice of moral Holineſs. 

From theſe Conſiderations then you may 
obſerve, that in order to the preaching oi 
Chriſt and Him crucified, or the Croſs off 
Chriſt, it is requiſite that we not only infil 
upon the great Doctrines of Salvation, the 
Pardon of our Sins, Acceptance with God, 
and eternal Happineſs ; but alſo upon tit 
Neceſſity of moral Holineſs ; becauſe the 
Sufferings of Chriſt were deſigned not on 
to bring Salvation to Mankind, but all 
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110 recover them to the Practice of moral 
E Holineſs. 


[ have thus far endeavoured to confider 

foraſmuch as in theſe preſent 
Times there are not wanting thoſe Perſons, 
who ſeem to think it very improper for a 
E Miniſter of the Goſpel and of Chriſt to in- 
Liſt upon, and to explain theſe moral Du- 
ties. Strange indeed, that a Chriſtian ſhould 
be of this Opinion! For it ſeems as evident 
las a thing poſſibly can be, from the very 
Nature and Laws of Chriſtianity, that mo- 
ral Holineſs is one Part of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, conſequently it is a Part of a Chriſ- 


tan Teacher's Duty to explain and enforce 
It, 


For though indeed it be very true, that 
one great and principal End of the Grace of 
God was to bring Salvation, yet was this 
another, to teach Men to deny Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly. And though indeed 
the Goſpel offers to us through Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Pardon of our Sins and eternal Happi- 
neſs ; yet ſtil] does it inſiſt upon Holineſs 
of Life, not indeed as a meritorions Cauſe 
of theſe Bleſſings, which are in this reſpe& 
to be attributed to Chriſt only, but as Condi- 
tions, without which the gt thereof 
are not to be had. 
Now there arc two kinds of Perſons ko 


oppote 


(32) 
oppoſe this preaching upon the moral Dy. 
ties of Chriſtianity, but for very different 
Reaſons The 
Firſt are thoſe who want to be releaſe 
from the Obligations of Holineſs, and to lit 
as their vicious Paſſions may direct. Theſe 
Men cannot bear to be told, that they mu 
live a Life of Holineſs and Virtue, becauſe 
this puts a Check upon their ſinful Plea. 
ſures; it ſtops them in the Purſuit and In- 
dulgence of thoſe Vices, in which their 
Soul delighteth. How diſagreeable and it 
ſome then muſt it be to ſuch Perſons, t 
hear of the Neceſſity of Virtue and Hol. 
neſs? Theſe are hard Sayings, they cannot 
bear them. But tell theſe Men that Chrit 
came into the World to fave Sinners; this 
is a gracious and comfortable Truth, ther 
would have you always inſiſt upon i: 
They are the Bleſſings and Comforts, no 
the Duties of Religion, which they want to 
hear; they would have a Religion which 
ſhould be all Mercy, but ſhould have no- 
thing of Holineſs therein, For this is ti 
true State of their Caſe: they would wiſh t 
eſcape from the Puniſhment, but they ca 
by no Means think of parting with the Prac 
tice and Pleaſure of Sin. But a 
Second ſort there are, who (howeve 
ſtrange it may ſeem, 8 themſelves to bt 
Lover 


— 


| F 
Lovers of Holineſs and Virtue) yet object to 
this Way of Preaching ; becauſe perhaps 


en they think it derogates from the Merits of 

| Chriſt; and no doubt it would, were theſe 
alc: WW Virtues inſiſted upon as meritorious of Hea- 
live WW ven. But this is quite falſe ; for they are 
heſe WW not required but as Conditions, which is 
nul Wh very different; as that without which this 
| Happineſs is not to be obtained. It is 

es. 


thought likewiſe, that to inſiſt upon theſe 
1 I. Things, is a leſſening of the free Mercy 
thei of God; but certainly the Mercy of God 
line may be free, and yet be granted on Condi- 
15, 10 tions. For that any Mercy ſhould be of- 
Lol. fered upon any Terms, is owing to the free 
anno Grace of God, and his own good Pleaſure, 
Chril But the free Grace of God does not, either 
3 01 in its own Nature, or according to the Ac- 
„ the counts of the Goſpel, require that there 
on i ſhould be no Condition of Salvation and 
ts, na Happineſs. Beſide, let it be conſidered, 
vant co that the Purity and Holineſs of God does 
Which require of us the Practice of Holineſs and 
ve 1" Virtue; and the divine Attributes of Holi- 
| 18 113M neſs and Mercy cannot be inconſiſtent with 
will 19 each other. Sometimes theſe moral Duties 
1ey Cal are by way of Reproach called Works; but 
ge Pe Works, good Works, as they ſignify Obe- 

dience to the Laws of Chriſt, were never 
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| ( 34) 
yet condemned either by Chriſt or his Apoſ⸗ 
tles; but have always been inſiſted upon by 
them as neceſſary to the very Being of a 


Chriſtlan. The Works which they prove are 
not required of a Chriſtian are, either ſuch 


as imply a perfect ſinleſs Obedience to that 
moral Law which was the original Law of 


our Nature, or elſe the ceremonial Law of 


Moſes, both of which are very different 
from Works, as they ſignify Obedience to 
the moral Laws of the Goſpel, to perform 
which i is moſt certainly a Chriſtian's Duty. 

As theſe laſt Objections ariſe from not 
knowing the true Nature of the Chriſtian 
Religion; ſo the others proceed from the 
vicious Paſſions of Men which would deſire 
to be ſet free from all Reſtraints of Holineſs 


whatever. But notwithſtanding theſe Ob- 


jections, it ſtill remains a certain Truth, 


that to preach the Goſpel, to preach Chriſt and 


Him crucified, and the End and Deſign there- 
of, does require a Miniſter of Chriſt to inſiſt 
as upon the Bleſſings, ſo upon the Duties 
of Religion likewiſe ; as to proclaim the great 
Doctrines of den ſo likewiſe to en- 

force the Obligation of moral Holineſs. 
The moral Precepts of Chriſtianity are as 
evidently commanded, as the Doctrines of 
Salvation are revealed ; and the ſame 928 
tho 5 


(3) 


ods which would ſet aſide the Obliga- 
bons of the one, might equally deſtroy the 
Truth of the other. The great and divine 
Author of our Religion has united theſe 
ſogether ; ; and what God has thus joined 


args it certainly does not become Man 
o put aſunder. 


And here be it obſerved once more, that 
be Morality which J infiſt upon is Chriſ- 
tian Morality ; Morality as it ſignifies Obe- 
dience to the Laws of Chriſt. Morality 
upon thoſe Terms and Motives which Chriſ- 
ſtianity either expreſſes, or allows. And 
this Morality as it is the Duty of a Profeſſor 
of Chriſtianity to praCtiſe, ſo mult it be the 
Duty of a Miniſter of Chriſtianity to enforce, 


Upon the whole then I conclude, that 


chat Perſon acts agreeable to the Chriſtian 


Covenant, and to the Examples of the firſt 


Teachers of the Goſpel, who inſiſts as upon 
the Bleſſings, ſo likewiſe upon the Duties of 


our Religion, who tells us, that without 
Holineſs no one ſhall ſee the Lord; and 
that Chriſt is the Author of eternal valves 5 
vation unto them that obey him. God 
grant us by his Grace, to act as agreeably 
thereto; then would the true Spirit of 


Chriſtianity be revived amongſt us. Then 


inſtead of any falſe and preſumptuous 
Depen- 
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